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Friday, December 2, 2005
Shabbat Service - 6:15 p.m.
In the Chapel
Rabbi Cohn will preach:
“WHATEVER BECAME
OF NORMAL?”

Saturday, December 3, 2005
Sabbath Morning Service -
10:15 a.m.
In the Chapel
Rabbi Cohn will preach:
“THE LIVING TORAH”
Torah Portion: Toledot; Gen.
25:19-28:9; Haftarah - Malachi
1:1-2:7

Friday, December 9, 2005
Shabbat Service - 6:15 p.m.
In the Chapel
A Panel Discussion --
“THE FUTURE OF
REFORM JUDAISM
IN NEW ORLEANS”

Saturday, December 10, 2005
Sabbath of the Soul Service -
10:15 a.m.
In the Chapel
Musical Accompaniment by
Dr. Rick Streiffer
Torah Portion: Vayetze; Gen.
28:10-32:3; Haftarah - Hosea
12:13-14:10

Friday, December 16, 2005
Shabbat Service - 6:15 p.m.
In the Chapel
University of Chicago
“Rhythm and Jews”
Choir will perform

Continued from Front Page
Saturday, December 17, 2005
Sabbath Morning Service - 10:15 a.m.
In the Sanctuary
ADULT BAT MITZVAH OF

LISETTE LAPRAIRIE

Torah Portion:  Vayishlach; Gen. 32:4-
36:43; Haftarah - Hosea 11:7-12:12

Friday, December 23, 2005
A Pre-Chanukah Shabbat
Family Service
Chanukah Dinner - 6 p.m.
Menorah Lighting - 7 p.m.
Chanukah Service - 7:30 p.m.
In the Chapel

Saturday, December 24, 2005
Sabbath Morning Service - 10:15 a.m.
In the Chapel
Rabbi Cohn will preach:
“THE LIVING TORAH”
Torah Portion: Vayeshev; Gen. 37:1-
40:23; Haftarah - Amos 2:6-3:8

Friday, December 30, 2005
Shabbat Service - 6:15 p.m.
In the Chapel
Rabbi Cohn will preach:
“ANOTHER NEW YEAR”

Saturday, December 31, 2005
Sabbath Morning Service - 10:15 a.m.
In the Chapel
Rabbi Cohn will preach:
“RESOLUTIONS”
Torah Portion: Miketz; Gen. 41:1-44:17;
Haftarah - Zechariah 4:1-7

SAVE THE DATE

Brotherhood’s “Lunch with the Rabbi”
has been scheduled for

Wednesday, January 18th
at Hotel Inter-Continental.
Rabbi Cohn will present a

book review of
“A History of the World in 6 Glasses”

by Tom Standage.

From Where I Stand...
I saw it just a few days after returning to the city.

There I was, officiating at a funeral for a dear one who
had died during the Katrina evacuation, and I saw it,
clear as day, as I recited the familiar words of Psalm
121.

The Lord is thy keeper;
The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day,
Nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall keep thee from all evil;
He shall keep thy soul.

What did I see? I saw in the eyes of more than a few of those mourners a
look of cynicism and an air of profound doubt. I realized that it was not unrea-
sonable. After all, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and their horrible consequences
are sufficient to cause lifelong “believers” to wonder about God’s reliability
and protectiveness. But here is the question to be asked:

What may we reasonably expect of God?
This year as we approach Chanukah, our beloved Festival of Lights, we

have all the more reason to ponder what expectations the Maccabees had of
God when they faced the disaster of their day. There is no indication that they
stood by with folded hands wondering when and how the Rock of Ages would
manage to defeat those tyrants who had stolen their Temple and seized their
freedom of religious expression.

No, they did not engage in theological dialogue. The Maccabees took up
arms and courageously defied the enemy majority to take back their House of
Prayer and to manifest their undeterred faith in God. Chanukah arrives each
year as a joyous reminder of how, in the midst of turmoil and trauma, our
fathers and mothers stood firm and chose to die rather than doubt the saving
Covenant of the Living God.

Now it is our turn to affirm the Jewish future and the crucial role you and I
must assume in it. Fellow Maccabees, arm yourselves with faith amid the
darkness that surrounds us. As we gather in all our generations, let us rededi-
cate ourselves to kindle holy light, both in our hearts and in our city.

To each and every one of you, from our hearts to yours, across the city and
across the nation, we send our heartiest best wishes for a gladsome and bright
Chanukah 5766.

Faithfully yours,

Rabbi Edward Paul Cohn
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YAHRZEITS
Temple Sinai extends sympathy to the

mourning families of:
DR. ARTHUR EPSTEIN
(husband of Leona Epstein,

father of David Epstein)
LOUIS LEWALD BLUM, SR.

(father of  David R. Blum)
FRANCES RITTENBERG

(mother of William Rittenberg)
DORIS BREEN

(cousin of Maxine Wilenzick)
YETTA SINAI

(sister of David Spizer,
aunt of Bruce Spizer)

ALBERT LEVIN

The Memory Of The Righteous
Is For Blessing

IN MEMORIAMPresident’s Message From The Director’s Chair
December 2 & 3

Fanny Schwartz Abraham
Simon Abraham

Sadie Burkenroad
Sylvia Kossack Burnstein
Dr. Hymen Leon Cohen

Sadie Grabenheimer
Emilie Kahn Gruenberg
Noah Leon Hart, M.D.

Isaac S. Heller
Emile Kahn

Therese Abraham Kahn
Hazel E. Kollitz

Paula Adler Lazarus
Josephine S. Lehmann

Ferdinand Levy
Ray Handelman Maslansky

Morris M. Meyer
Daniel H. Raphael

Julius Spizer
Benjamin Joseph Stern
Jennie Solomon Strug

Samuel Zemurray

December 9 & 10
Miriam Freedman Bailkin

Dr. Ted Bloch
Evelyn Levy Burkenroad
Alice Burkenroad Hanaw

Miriam Kahn
Joseph J. Klein

Bettie Hausmann Kron
Olivia Kupperman

Jacob Nachman Lehman
Heymann Janice Levy

Simon Levy, Jr.
Hannah Kahn “Sis” Lowentritt

Bella W. Mendelsohn
Celia Kahn Meyer

Ike Meyer
Max M. Solomon

Dora Gainsburgh Stern
Dr. Carl Hirsch Rabin

Sig Warshauer
Fannie Kahn Weiland

Rudolf Wolf

December 16 & 17
Milton Pokorny Adler

Bessie Rosenblum Barton
Fannye B. Braun

Charles A. Buckman
Ethel Aronson Eakin

Aubrey Bernard Fisher
Dr. Carroll S. Goldberg

Lillie O. Hart

Henry D. Kallins
Arthur A. Katten

Laura Hoffmann Katz
Sadie P. Katz

Harriet Beer Levy
Helen Levy Levy

Alvin P. Lichtentag
Charles Michel Love

Louis Max Ochs
Charles Oppenheim

Phyllis Beekman Scharff
Abraham L. Steiner

S. Walter Stern

December 23 & 24
Rachel M. Baginsky
Viola Kaufman Beer

Harry Davis
Eva B. Feibelman
Augusta K. Ferber

Sarah Freyhan
Regina G. Fry

Samuel Corona Gainsburgh
Samuel Gamsu

Sara Loeb Gamsu
Estelle Goldberg
Shirley S. Jeskin

Myer Lemann
Aaron Levy

Jane Levy Lucas
Dorothy G. Schlesinger

Delia Levy Stern
Philip W. Taxman
Moses Louis Teks

Jane Haspel Warshauer
Sadie K. Wright

December 30 & 31
Isidore Alaynick
Rebecca Aronson
Mervin S. Block

Stanley Cohen, M.D.
Frances G. Goldring

Joseph Greenberg
Hannah Bloch Hausmann
Bernard Himan Hirsberg

Alphonse Hirsch
Ronald F. Katz

Sophie Wright Kerstein
Henrietta Z. Levin

Margot Levy
Morris H. Levy
Rosa Levy Levy

Perry Mexic
Max Neumaier

Fanny Arinofsky Raphael
Audrey Horowitz Seltzer

Amelia Levy Weiss

ALTAR
FLOWERS

November 25/26
Given by his Family in honor of the
birthday of Sidney Steiner
December 2/3
Given in memory of Fred Kahn by his
Family
December 16/17
Given by Betty & Harrel Zivitz, Ann &
Jerry Kimball, Carol & Joey Lange,
Carolyn & A.J. Levy in honor of Lisette
LaPrairie becoming a Bat Mitzvah

December 30
Sponsored by: Jill and Robert Kohlmann
in honor of Chanukah

ONEGS

Dear Friends,
I am writing this column the day before

I leave to go to the Biennial. I will be
carrying a Torah from
Temple Sinai on my
journey to Houston.
The URJ has planned
that the four Rabbis and
four Presidents of the
Reform Congregations
of Greater New Orleans
will walk on stage at the
Wednesday night
opening, each carrying
a congregational Torah
that will be used throughout the Biennial.
How very thoughtful and appropriate for
theURJ to shine a bright light on New
Orleans at this most difficult time.

On Wednesday, there will be an
announcement made that the Union is
establishing a special campaign to raise at
least $250,000 in matching funds to help
our four Reform congregations. As Director
of the Jewish Endowment Foundation I am
especially proud to say that our Jewish
Community’s Endowment has pledged the
local $250,000 that will be matched by
URJ’s fundraising.  The JEF Board voted
unanimously to provide matching challenge
funds based on membership units for not
just Reform but for all the denominations
of our Jewish community. Whether it is
Reform, Conservative, Orthodox or Chabad
– every congregation will have the
opportunity to use local JEF funds as
leverage and match money to raise
additional funds on a national level. Every
congregation has been affected and needs
help and the Jewish Endowment Foundation
will be providing critical financial support
to all of our synagogues on a matching basis.

What a proud moment for all of
us…united in our effort to re-build, re-new
and strengthen our Jewish community. I am
honored to have played a part in presenting
the plan which was enthusiastically
endorsed by JEF’s President Ellen Yellin
and the Board.

I will keep you informed of any further
developments as we move forward to secure
our future.

As always,

Saundra K. Levy
Executive Director

December begins to look like it will be the first month with
some signs of “normality”.

• Our Sisterhood plans a Sunday Chanukah Celebration on
December 11th.

• A special musical concert will take place during our 6:15
p.m. December 16th Shabbat worship, by a University of
Chicago group entitled “Rhythm & Jews”.

• An Adult Bat Mitzvah of Lisette LaPrairie will take place
on Saturday, December 17th at 10:15 a.m.

• December 23rd we have our Sisterhood Potluck
Chanukah Congregation Dinner, Menorah Lighting and Chanukah Service.

All of these events will light the way to a renewed Temple calendar of wonder-
ful opportunities for spiritual, social and educational experiences.

Hope To See You There and Happy Chanukah!

Betty Zivitz

Executive Director

Rabbi Irwin Kula is coming to
New Orleans and Baton Rouge

“Out of the Whirlwind: Jewish Possibilities
for Acceptance,

Hope and Renewal”
Some misfortune defies full explanation. What

then can we do in the face of loss and
suffering? Job-Judaism’s example of

undeserved suffering— wants an accounting
from God. God explains nothing. Instead God

answers him “out of the whirlwind.” In
Judaism, the whirlwind of God brings
rebuilding and renewal in the face of

destruction. It eases our pain as it strengthens
us to go forward. Together, let us discover how

God’s whirlwind creates hope in
the face of despair.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Baton Rouge’s Disaster Fund is
sponsoring a series of presentations and meetings in Baton Rouge and New

Orleans lead by Rabbi Irwin Kula and Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard from the
National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership (CLAL).

They will lead a program of healing and recovery in Baton Rouge on
Monday evening, December 12 and in New Orleans on Tuesday evening

December 13  at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai. Please save the date.
You will not want to miss this special event. More information to follow.

Rabbis Kula and Blanchard are amazing teachers and we are certain that this
series of events will provide a wonderful opportunity for learning and

healing for members of the Baton Rouge and New Orleans Jewish
communities.

Sponsor An Oneg
There are many occasions through-

out the year that could be joyfully cel-
ebrated with family and friends by host-
ing an Oneg Shabbat. Maybe a birthday
or an anniversary would be the perfect
occasion.

Possibly you’d like to kindle the
Shabbat candles and recite the Kiddush
on such a celebratory evening. For more
information call: Betty Zivitz 861-3693.

We can plan a simple Oneg or you
can plan a catered affair.
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Cantor’s Notes Sisterhood
President’s MessageThe Congregation Extends Its

Sincere Thanks For the
Following Contributions

Mazel Tov To...

Special Birthdays

Special Anniversaries

Mr. Warren L. Stern, Mr. Dale Louis Liuzza,
Mrs. Ethel H. Schnitt, Mr. Clifford H. Kern,
Jr., Mrs. Doris Baron, Mrs. Kristine Singer,
Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr., Mrs. Frances S.
Jalenak, Mrs. Robert I. Reisfeld, Mrs. Marian
Kohlman Warsowe, Mr. Bernard B. Jeskin

Mr. and Mrs. Jay R. Aronson, Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen M. Bernstein, Mr. and Mrs. Myron
Burnstein, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. Graver, Mr.
and Mrs. Burton G. Klein, Mr. and Mrs.Gary
Fortmayer, Mr. Sidney Abusch and Ms. Darla
J. Leonard

John D. and Dani C. Schlesinger on the birth
of their son Henry Beckett Schlesinger on
November 8, 2005 in Chicago. Henry is the
grandson of Claude and Mimi
Schlesinger. Great-grandmother is Lily
Schlesinger.

Babies Born Since
Rosh HaShanah 5765

With unimaginable joy and tender love, we cel-
ebrate and consecrate beautiful babies who have
been born this past year, brightening the lives of
their dear parents, grandparents, family.

William Quentin Bain
Leia Berkowitz

Anna Frances Brickman
John Michael Esteen

Remy Amelia Finkelstein
Eve Rosen Glovinsky

Mark Steven Greenberg, III
Tess Liat Isaacson

Matthew Abney Kirschman
Jesse Fielding Kline

Jemma Roberta Kosanke
Molly Frances Levitt

Emery Cate Lindy
Seth Louis Liuzza
Anna Grace Loeb

Samantha Aaron Londe
Nathan Loria

Sophia Margaret Gershanik
Hannah Pearl Rodrigue
Sarah Danielle Rosen

Jason Louis Rung
Stephanie Hannah Siegel

Andrew Reid Sisco
Leah Clara Slater

Sophie Elizabeth and Samuel Meyer Sternberg
Vaughn Audrey Lydia Sternberg

Alexandra Josephine Stone
Parker Jon Strauss
Evie Lynn Taranto

Hello Cher!
We're living in the heart of Acadiana right

now.  You go past  the sugarcane fields, through
the swamp and cut into the woods to get to our
cabin.  All I need is the
'red cloak' and grand-
mother's house...

We quickly discov-
ered that you can't find
friendlier people or bet-
ter  food than right
here...Hope all of our
misplaced congregants
are having positive expe-
riences wherever they
are!  Look forward to
seeing you all back in the
Big Easy soon enough!

I have a lot of Sisterhood news for
you...First of all, there will be no Sisterhood
dues for this year!

Second, for those of you who sent checks
for our opening  luncheon in Sept,  I have your
uncashed checks, and will get in touch  with
you when I get back to N.O.

Our first official Sisterhood event will be
our Sisterhood  Shabbat, scheduled for Satur-
day, January 21st.  -This will be  Sisterhood's
'Coming out' occasion!  We'll mail reminders
in January.

  If you can't wait 'til then to see our smil-
ing faces, join us on  Sunday morning, Decem-
ber 11th from 10 am until 12 for a Chanukah
Celebration.  This event will be in lieu of the
Chanukah Bazaar.   It's strickly an 'eat and shop'
event.  A few of our brave souls are  cooking
up latkes that very morning.  If that's not enough
to get you  out of bed, then visit our gift shop
for it's grand re-opening.  Have  some latkes,
and shop for Chanukah!  (If you can help us in
the gift  shop that morning, please call me at
337-228-2115.)

  Sisterhood is also sponsoring a Pot Luck
Chanukah Family Dinner  in the Feitel Audito-
rium on Friday evening, December 23rd.  (See
the  ad, this bulletin, for further details.)  Please
thank Janie Glade  when you see her!  She is
wonderful enough to cook up the main dish  for
you, and organize the side dishes that the at-
tendees will bring.   A 'pot luck' signifies a com-
ing together of the community, and  Sisterhood
is happy to provide this occasion to those who
want to  celebrate the coming of Chanukah to-
gether.

AND for those that were
wondering...........No, we will not have  the At-
tic Sale this summer.  This, indeed, will be a
different kind of year...

Wishing you all the best,
Kim (Is alligator kosher?) O'Donnell

ORGAN FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Julian B. Feibelman, Jr.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
IN HONOR OF
THOSE SUFFERING FROM THE
AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Fischer

TEMPLE FUND
IN HONOR OF
THE WEDDING OF JENNIFER COHN
AND AARON KESSELHEIM

Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin

THE RESTORATION OF
TEMPLE SINAI

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Barry
IN MEMORY OF
FRED KAHN

Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin
DR. JULIUS E. ISAACSON

Dr. and Mrs. J.E. Isaacson, Jr.
FLORENCE B.I. BLOCH

Dr. and Mrs. J.E. Isaacson, Jr.
MADELINE K. STERN

Dr. and Mrs. J.E. Isaacson, Jr.
J.N. MOSES KIERR

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Kullman, Jr.
DR. ROBERT HASPEL

Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Logan H. Babin, Jr.

I write this column from Houston, Texas,
where I am attending the 68th Biennial of the
Union for Reform Judaism.

It is hard to de-
scribe the feeling one
can have, when you are
surrounded by people
who are so dedicated to
their Reform Jewish
congregations. These
leaders, including rab-
bis and cantors, along
with the artisans, Jew-
ish book sellers, along
with incredible speak-
ers - makes this expe-
rience one that stays
with you for a long time.

I will be participating in the opening Ma'ariv
service on Wednesday, and will be teaching a
workshop, and singing in the cantorial concert.
The intensity and excitement that everybody ex-
periences who attends this program, will be
transmitted to our congregation here in New
Orleans. It is not just the Shabbat services at-
tended by thousands of people that are so amaz-
ing, it is the workshops that allow us to bring
fresh ideas for programs here at home.  We have
a strong supportive system with the URJ, and it
is important we take advantage of all that the
Union offers us.  Membership does have its
privileges!

Do you feel that as you read this article, that
you missed the last three months?  That all of
us skipped from the end of the summer to
Chanukah?  Our internal time clock of day-to-
day living has been disrupted.

As we cycle through our Jewish holidays,
their messages will have a deeper meaning for
us today.

How will we feel as we sit around the seder
table in a few months time? And as the
Chanukah season approaches at the end of De-
cember, the opportunity to light the candles in
our home, a new apartment, or even our FEMA
trailer - we can take comfort that no matter
where we are, we can center ourselves around
our holidays, our services, our temple, our
faith and family and friends.

Happy Chanukah,

Cantor Joel M. Colman

Temple Sinai’s Social
Action Committee is seek-
ing volunteers for two
upcoming projects in the
community:

• On December 25th we
will help serve Christmas
Dinner at Bridge House

• On January 14th we will
be boxing food for Second
Harvest Food Bank

To Volunteer, or for
More Information
Please Contact:

Harvey Herstein
by  e-mail at

hherstein@stcharlesvision.com

Temple Sinai
Social Action

Harvey Canal Industrial Associa-
tion is looking for someone with
good organizational, clerical and
public relations skills to fill the
position of director of the asso-
ciation.

Please contact
Thomas J. McGoey II at

713-651-2900 for
more information.

Position Available

Anyone who has an apartment
or apartment(s) available please
contact the Temple Sinai office

as we have had some of our
returning congregants who are

making inquiry concerning
places to rent.

Temple Sinai Phone:
861-3693

Apartments
Available?

Please send us your
change of address,
phone number and

email...
We want to stay in

touch
until you

Come Home To
Sinai

Name_______________________

Address_____________________

_____________________

City _____________________

State _______________________

Zip Code ___________________

Home Phone : _______________

Cell Phone :  ________________

Email : _____________________

Anticipated Date of Return to
Greater New Orleans Area:

__________________________

Mail To:
Temple Sinai
6227 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans 70118
or Fax to us at 504-861-3102



Temple Sinai Calendar - December 2005/5765

    Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday    Thursday      Friday     Saturday

1 2 3
Sabbath Morning
Service
- 10:15 a.m.

4 5 6 7 8     10

    11

Shabbat
Service
6:15 p.m.

Sabbath of the
Soul Service -
10:15 a.m.
Musical Accom-
paniment by Dr.
Rick Streiffer

9
Shabbat
Service
6:15 p.m..

    12     13     14     15     16     17

    18

Rabbi Irwin
Kula @ Temple
Sinai
- 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Service
6:15 p.m.
University of
Chicago
“Rhythm and
Jews” Choir will
perform

Sabbath Morning
Service
- 10:15 a.m.
Adult Bat Mitzvah
of Lisette LaPrairie

    19     20     21     22     23     24

    25     26     27     28     29     30     31

Chanukah
Potluck Dinner
-6  p.m.
Menorah
Lighting - 7 p.m.
Chanukah
Service - 7:30
p.m.

Sabbath Morning
Service
- 10:15 a.m.

1st Light
Chanukah

2nd Light
Chanukah

3rd Light
Chanukah

4th Light
Chanukah

5th Light
Chanukah

6th Light
Chanukah

7th Light
Chanukah

8th Light
Chanukah

    Jan. 1

Shabbat Service
6:15 p.m..

Sabbath Morning
Service
- 10:15 a.m.

Sisterhood’s
Chanukah
Celebration
10 a.m.-Noon

(Temple
Office Closed)

The Storm
is Over...

Come Home
To Sinai!


